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For the spring issue, we'd like to talk
about our experiences around the
| world. Would you like to share or ask
| us anything? Let us know, and we'll
"%l send you something!
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“Common sense is the collection of
prejudices acquired by age

eighteen.n ' \ .

— Albert Einstein b o
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The Global Food Trade
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Today '

Beef Curry Chicken
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Before you take another bite* of
that tasty® gyoza, stop and think
for a moment®. Where is it from?
| mean, the label says Made in
Gunma, but where do the
ingredients* come from? How
about the flour in the gyoza
wrapping’? The chives®? Even the
soy sauce you just dipped’ it in
was probably’ made with
ingredients from overseas.

The truth is that without
international trade®, we wouldn’t
be able to have all of those nice
things on our plate. With a food
self-sufficiency'® of around 38%,
Japan needs to import'' a huge
amount’? of food to feed the
population. For example, just
6% of soybeans are produced®’
in Japan, so the remaining™* 94%
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must be imported from places
like the US, Canada and Brazil.
Your natto, tofu, and soy sauce is
thanks to'> trade. A whopping*®
90% of Japan's wheat is also
shipped from'” Australia, the US,
and Canada, too. So that wrap
on your gyoza is made possible®®
by farmers overseas. As for rice,
well, Japan has that covered.
97% of rice for consumption® is
grown here mainly in Hokkaido,
Akita and Niigata.

So please enjoy your cabbage

from Gunma with some Aussie
beef, American pork, bananas
from the Philippines, and
avocados from Mexico.

Bon appétit and Gochisosama “°
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Bringer of Gifts
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My Adventure in Taiwan

When | was in Taiwan, my
host mother made wme one
dish. She said "Just try it.”

It looked like  chicken.
Actually, it was delicious.

| asked her "What's this?"
She said, "It's legs of frogs."

When | found out it was
frog, | was surprised. But
getting to used to it, it
gradually felt tasty. It was not
so different from real chicken.

If | go to Taiwan again, |
would eat it again.

Changing Lives

My high school teacher taught me that
English is interesting. So I decided to be an
English teacher.

My high school English was mainly focused
on reading and writing. There was little
conversation. But my teacher showed me
some good music like Led Zeppelin and
Nirvana. So I started listening to English
listened to NHK English
programs everyday, so I didn't have a hard

songs. I radio
time studying English.

I like English because I like English songs
and movies. I like the movies The Shawshank
Redemption (from 1994) and Shine (from
1996). Shawshank has a surprising ending.
Shine has beautiful classic music. Recently, I
saw Joker (from 2019). It was horrible. The
main actor is wonderful.

English is important because Japan has an
open country policy. Many people from other
countries come to Japan. English is important
for working with them. So students need to
study English. Everyday small steps are very
important for learning English.

Yoshihiro Yamada is an exciting teacher at
Akabori Elementary School. He can play the

Y shakuhachi, the Japanese flute. He is always

thinking of how to teach English in an easy-to
-understand manner.



Winter in History Credits

Covers and introduction
Skdgafoss, lceland Jonatan Pie [CCO],

_//hg/e B@//S |S a https;//in.isesakiin/3960dOF

f C h . Spiaerweb. T. Q. [CCO), https,//inisesaki.in/3hP5sDq
Albert Einstein. Oren Jack Turner (US Library of
a mous rIStmas Congress| [PD], https;//in.isesaki.in/3rwWEOZf
. 1 Corfu Alrport Kovah [CCOJ,
Song BUt |t wasn t https;//in.sesakiin/35gGOXm
. . What Do We Eat, And Where Is It From?
W”tte n fo r C h Il St mas. Pictures by students of Akabori E.S
Technology. Starline [Freepik Free License],
https;//in.isesakiin/3otQEga

M a ny people Say It Corn. Couleur [CCOJ, https;//in.isesaki.in/3bnNEOmM

. Amorphophallus Koryac Flowering. James Steakley
[CC BY-SA 3.0], https,//in.isesaki.in/39608dP
was ertte n fo r Cabbage. Freestocks.org [CCO],
o . https;//in.isesakiin/2MxW Tww
T h a n kSg vin g . Meat. lessaek 1 [CCO], https;//in.isesaki.in/35cOlqg7
Carrots, Onions, and Fotatoes. Beverly Buckley
[CCOJ, https;/in.isesakiin/3pVujrZ

Fish Market: Tidwns ASasmoukog [CCO],
https;//in.isesakiin/3pWafwC

Flag Mep of Hokkaico. Monaneko [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https;//in.isesakiin/2Ml1sZZ

Flag Map of Australia. Stasyan 117 [CC BY-SA 4.0,
https;//in.isesakiin/38lUCQcg

Flag Meap of The Philjppines. Semhur,
Aira Cutamora [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https;//in.isesakiin/3pTiwa0

Flag-Map of The Continental United States.

- CCBY-SA30],

https;//in.isesakiin/2Lml2cp

Flag Meap of China. DrRandomFactor
[CC BY-SA 3.0], https;//in.isesaki.in/3pWa9 I c

Millions of soldiers
died during World
War L. But in 1914,
soldiers stopped
fighting to enjoy
Christmas tOg ether. [CC BY:SA 4.0], https//in \é?ggégzg)ggpj\cy
Brazil Flag Map. Jefferson Souza Fenandes
[CC BY-SA 3.0], https;//in.isesaki.in/2L7VOjm
- Stasyan117
[CC BY-SA 4.0, https//in.isesaki.in/3sOFLEu
Gunma Flag. Lincun, Monaneko [CC BY-SA 3.0],

https;//in.isesakiin/3960eCd
Flag Globe. Gordon Johnson [CCO],

A Iong t|me agol https;//inisesakiin/39 1gRMg
Japan Flag-Map. Washiucho [PD],
https;//in.isesakiin/35nrksq
-J anua ry was ca I | ed Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing in Japéarn.
Wikipedia [CC BY-SA 3.0],

the Wolf Month https;//in.isesakiin/3nsyxG8

Wheat Kira Hoffmann [CCO],
https;//in.isesakiin/3sTkue |

because hun gry Beans. Ally J [CCO), https;//inisesakiin/350WXMX

Corn. Couleur [CCO], https;//in.isesaki.in/3960fpL

wolves would come {2 (o0 et
out to look for food.

https;//in.isesakiin/39eBTrc
Beef Free-Photos [CCO],
https;//in.isesaki.in/2L0N0kc
Bananas. StockSnap [CCO],
https;//in.isesakiin/3ogpjeD
Today's Curry
Pictures by students of Azuma Minami E.S
Curry. Price Sticker. Fast Food Menu:
Freepik [Freepik Free License],
https;//in.isesakiin/3rYEbmF
Food for Thought
Introductions by students of Misato E.S
Gyoza Matthieu Joannon [CCO],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3orYVRt
The Bringer of Gifts
Pictures of Santa by students of Uehasu E.S
ICDIE0: 936303353F0G0l G, Irinawave
[CC BY-SA 4.0], https;//in.isesaki.in/3960f9f
Viking Ship. Aline Dassel [CCO],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3sbt8qu
Flags Near Frince Rupert’s Cruise Ship Dock.
Miguelb [CC BY 2.0], https.//in.isesaki.in/38ji8PF
Ntalian Flag. Jorono [CCO),
https;//in.isesakiin/2JPPOLg
British Flag. Jorono [CCOJ,

Iy https;//in.isesaki.in/2MGcwagx
‘ Russian Flag. Jorono [CCO],
https;//in.isesakiin/300 1 cNA
H ave you ever p I ayed Spanish Flag. Jorono [CCO],
- https;//in.isesaki.in/3s2J6De
. Santa Claus in Eisiger Natur. llona Frey [CCO],
the game MO/?OIDO[J/? h/ttpg//mJsesakﬁw/%fﬁéu y ]
. Santa. Markus Spiske [CCO],
Orl g | na I Iy mad e to https;//in.isesakiin/3pQRVxO
teach people about
money, it was first
put on sale in

February, 1935.

Every year on
February 2" we ask
a groundhog about
the weather. If he
sees his shadow, the
weather will be cold
for 6 more weeks!

Saint Nicholas. Aline Dassel [CCO],
https://in.isesaki.in/35yD50j

Thor's Fight with the Glants. Marten Eskil Winge
[PD], https;//in.isesaki.in/35kOc46

Odin in the Guise of a Wanderer. Georg von Rosen
[PD], httpsy//in.isesaki.in/3s4YZcg

God Jul Jenny Nystrom [PD],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3s4V7Iih

Julbocken. John Bauer [PD],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3bmOURY

At Ded Moroz's Residenice. Russian Presidential
Press and Information Office (Kremlin.ru)
[CC BY 4.0, https,//in.isesaki.in/3bDGPf

Scrooge’s Third Visitor. Jonn Leech [PD],
https://in.isesaki.in/ 2MJLNY

Thronendes Jesuskind Suddeutschland 18
Andreas Praefcke [PD], https,//in.isesaki.in/3bivRsO

Befana Sandro Kensan [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3biAwKt

Los Reyes Magos. Fernando Estel [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https;//in.isesaki.in/ 2L3WYW

In Other Words

Free Game Image. Kathy Jones [CCO],
https;//in.isesaki.in/35INnbM

Poap. Gloves. Sleep. Old. Hit. Basketball Boxing.
Question. Tombstone. Mountain. Fants. Finger.
Bird Freepik [Flaticon Free License],
https;//inisesakiin/2GLcOWG

Rocket lcongeek26 [Flaticon Free License],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3pTPBGw

Circular: Flus Sign. Pixelmeetup [Flaticon Free
License], https;//in.isesaki.in/395YYMx

Books. Equals Sign. Smashicons [Flaticon Free
License], https;//in.isesaki.in/20kSDDk

Studying dDara. [Flaticon Free License],
https;//in.isesaki.in/3beU3eQ

Social Distancing. Catkuro [Flaticon Free License],
https;//inlisesakiin/2L6F6kg

Car Crash. Macrovector [Flaticon Free License],
https;//in.isesaki.in/39eBPaW/

The 2020 Impress Haiku Contest

Changing Lives
Photo provided by Mr. Yoshihiro Yamada
Cooked Frog. PanShiBo [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https,//in.isesaki.in/3pW5MmB

Winter in History

Mariah Struts Her Stuff: Pete Markham
[CC BY-SA 2.0], https;//in.isesaki.in/35nefJs

Monopoly. Kathy Marsh [CCO],
https;//in.isesaki.in/2Lcffr8

Punxsutawney Phil on February 2, 2018 Chris Flook
[CC BY-SA 4.0], https;//in.isesaki.in/39aqg4i

Woif Moon. Snap_it [CCQ],
https;//in.isesakiin/3bfPt03

The Christrmas Truce. (The lllustrated London News,
1915) [PD], https;//in.isesaki.in/3bctV4p

Was Uingle Bells' Written as a Christmas Song?
Dan Evon, David Mikkelson (Snopes) [Article],
https;//in.isesakiin/30sAOmMO

January. Kidzsearch [Article] [CC BY-SA 4.0],
https.//in.isesakiin/2MxW8ls

Monopoly. Wikipedia [Article] [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https;//inisesakiin/3s1puPO

Christras Truce of 1974 History.com [Article],
https;//in.isesakiin/3nQwxX 1

Groundhog Day. Wikipedia [Article] [CC BY-SA 3.0],
https.//in.isesaki.in/3nlUAOr

Fun with Phonics
Art and words by George Liu
Other

Avatars created at http;//avatarmaker.com/

Printed by Dai Ichi Co., Lid.,,
http,//www.daiichi-insatsu.co.jp

Funded by the Isesaki Board of Education
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