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Ditferent Religions and Races Co-existing

Diversity Kitano

Kitano is an area with religious facilities in a concentration seldom seen in the world.

Looking back at the history of Kitano, the residents are found to have always looked out for one another.

Kitano: A community where people coexist and support each other

When the military leader Taira no Kiyomori was at
the height of his power after his grandson took the
throne as Emperor, he moved the capital from Kyoto
to Fukuhara (present-day Chuo and Hyogo Wards of
Kobe). In ancient Japan, the northeast was considered
a gate through which demons would come and go.
Kiyomori solicited the support of Kitano Tenmangu
shrine to build another shrine in a location facing the
demon gate from the capital of Fukuhara. Kitano
Tenmangu was dedicated to Kyoto's Sugawara no
Michizane, who was regarded as a god of learning
and a punisher of evil. The shrine built to protect
Fukuhara is currently known as Kitano Tenman
Shrine, and it seems its location was not just to ward
off evil but to strengthen the defenses of the capital.
Behind the shrine, the medieval Castle Ruins and
ancient battlefields can be found.

The name "Kitano" comes from Kitano Tenman
Shrine and today, Kitano is one of Japan's leading
tourist destinations, full of sightseeing spots such as
Kitano Tenman Shrine, Weathercock House, Uroko
House, and Moegi House. The residences of people
who settled here from other countries are collectively
called "[jinkan". These buildings became famous as a
tourist attraction after they were featured in a

television series in 1977.

These people also set up religious facilities around
Kitano to provide a more comfortable life and a base
for their communities. Because of all these houses of
worship in the small area of Kitano, it's not uncommon
to go around the corner from a Christian church to
find a Shinto shrine and then find a Christian church
of a different sect around the corner from there.
There are practically no places like this in the world
where such a variety of religious buildings are
concentrated in a 400m radius and often found right
next to each other. With Shinto, Buddhism,
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Jainism, and more,
Kitano is like a world expo of religions.

There are times repeatedly throughout history when
people are at odds with each other due to religious
differences. But in Kitano, there have been virtually
no problems and during the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake in 1995 people could be seen helping
each other everywhere regardless of religion.

Kitano is a place where people of different races and
religions from various backgrounds support each
other and live peacefully. Let's go on a journey to
discover this charm of Kitano, while turning through
the pages of history.
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Kitano is district where people help one another and live
in peace regardless of religious differences. Let's goon a
journey to discover the charms of this area together!




Kobe Muslim Mosque

Completed in 1935, this is the oldest mosque in Japan
and the largest in the Kansai region. It is so sturdy that it
suffered almost no damage during World War i or the
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake.

Kobe Central Catholic Church of the Holy Spirit

After the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, three churches
in Chuo Ward were integrated and reborn as a new church
in 2004. Masses are held in Japanese and English, and
priests there hail from the Philippines, Congo, and South
Korea.

Kuan Ti Miao Temple

This temple enshrines military commander Guan Yu
from China's Three Kingdoms period. The current
structure was rebuilt after the Great Hanshin-Awaiji
Earthquake, and its traditional Japanese architecture
is accentuated with Chinese designs, for a
harmonious blend of the two styles.

|lkuta Shrine
The main deity of this shrine is Wakahirume no
Mikoto. This goddess is revered as a deity that gives
birth to things and blesses the growth of all beings.
The Kanbe family, whom the city of Kobe is named after,
have watched over this shrine for generations. The
precincts contain historical sites related to the Genpei War
such as "The Bamboo of Benkei" which was an offering by
the warrior monk Musashibo Benkei.

diversity

Kitano and its surrounding areas are home to religious

world, and some are even unique in Japan. Let's take a look at
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Dormition Orthodox
Church in Kobe

The Christian Orthodox Church, also
called the Russian Orthodox Church, is
said that it was introduced to Kobe
around 1873. It was destroyed during
the war, but rebuilt through the efforts
of V. Morozoff. Works by religious
Meiji-era artist Yamashita Rin are on
display inside.

~_ Religious Facilities around Kitano

Sannomiya Shrine

buildings in a concentration hardly seen anywhere else in the

some of the facilities along with photos.
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Kobe Baptist Church

This church was built on the
site of the birthplace of Kobe-
born western-style painter
Ryohei Koiso.lt was designed by
an American and has a Southern
US colonial style. It served as a
base for volunteers in the
aftermath of the Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake.
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Jewish Community of Kansai Synagogue

Jewish people gather at this synagogue not only from
Kobe but all over the Kansai region. This synagogue
was the base of the Jewish Community of Kobe who
devoted themselves to supporting Jewish refugees
through various means such as charity, awareness-
raising, and consultation.
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Bhagwan Mahavirswami Jain Temple

The Jain religion is an Indian religion that dates back to
the 5th century B.C. This is Japan's only Jain temple and
was established in 1985 by worshipers living in Kobe.
Indian craftsmanship is utilized throughout the building,
including marble carvings imported from India.

Kitano Tenman Shrine

This shrine was founded when Taira no Kiyomori moved
the capital from Kyoto to Fukuhara and solicited support
from Kitano Tenmangu in Kyoto as a way to ward off evil
from the demon's gate. Located on the top of the
Kitanozaka hill,” you can enjoy a pancramic view of the city
and harbor of Kobe from its precincts.
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